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Local Protest Says Drop the Charges on Alejandro Orellana and Stop Deportations and ICE Raids

What: Local protest to demand federal charges be dropped on Alejandro Orellana, protester against ICE raids on undocumented immigrants in Los Angeles
When: INSERT DATE AND TIME OF EVENT
Where: INSERT LOCATION AND ADDRESS

On August 7, Alejandro Orellana, an immigrants rights activist and leader in Centro Community Service Organization in East Los Angeles, will have his final pre-trial hearing. He currently faces two bogus federal charges, one of conspiracy and another to commit disorder, and is looking at up to five years in prison, after participating in protests against ICE raids in LA. INSERT ORG will be hosting a protest to demand that the charges be dropped at INSERT LOCATION at INSERT TIME and DATE.

The Committee to Stop FBI Repression is calling on organizations across the US to join a national day of action on August 7 and to demand that the charges on Alejandro Orellana be dropped. There is no crime in protesting ICE and deportations, protecting protesters, and speaking out against Trump’s anti-immigrant policies.

Orellana was raided and arrested on June 12 in Boyle Heights, East Los Angeles, following his public participation in protests against ICE. FBI agents seized his electronic property, arrested him, and held him in federal custody for a day. The prosecutor and law enforcement allege that Orellana drove a truck carrying personal protective equipment (PPE) and face shields to anti-ICE protests and that this constitutes a conspiracy to commit a crime.

But in our view, there is nothing wrong with bringing face shields to protests while police are shooting rubber bullets and tear gas into crowds. In multiple instances, police have taken out protesters’ eyes with rubber bullets. Federal agents have been flouting due process, raiding workplaces and parking lots, and arresting hundreds of immigrant workers, like the 200 immigrants arrested off farms in Camarillo, California, while police brutalize protesters.

Orellana has done nothing wrong. We believe that protesting ICE raids and deportations is not a crime. Orellana has been a leading member of the Chicano-led organization Centro Community Service Organization, or Centro CSO, for over 10 years. He has been public and forthright in organizing against ICE raids and the Trump administrations. His activism and visible resistance to Trump and ICE serves as a model and inspiration for us all.

It is for this reason and no other that he is being targeted. To protect our First Amendment rights, our freedom of speech, and our right to say no to the ICE operations and the Trump administration, we believe it is critical to defend Alejandro Orellana.

Reach INSERT MEDIA CONTACT at PHONE NUMBER and EMAIL ADDRESS for more information. You can read more about Orellana’s case on www.stopfbi.org.
